THE  AMERSHAM 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL 

REPORT 

. . OF  . . 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH. 


FOR  THE  YEAR 
1921. 


KINO,  PRINTER.  AMERSHAM. 


I 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  Report  upon  this 
district  for  1921. 

As  this  was  the  Census  year  the  population  figure  is  one 
of  extreme  accuracy,  adjustments  having  been  made  with 
great  care  for  all  known  factors  including  the  allowanc'- 
necessary  for  holiday  movements  which  took  place  at  the  late 
(postponed)  date  of  the  record. 

The  Amersham  Rural  District  was  thus  found  to  contain 
a total  population  of  21,930  at  that  time.  This  number  must 
now  exceed  22,000. 

The  Council  has  continued  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Housing  Scheme  energetically  throughout  the  t ear,  see  fable. 

-As  to  conditions  of  Public  Health  the  feature  of  the  year 
was  the  highly  beneficial  effect  upon  the  general  health 
standard  due  to  the  long  bright  season. 

f or  example — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  fallen  from 
9 to  7 cases.  No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  recorded  during 
the  year.  fhe  great  majoritv  of  the  notifiable  fevers  were 
not  of  a severe  type. 

The  drought  caused  a shortage  of  underground  water 
supplies  and  anxirtv  still  exists  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  less 
favourably  situated  habitations  during  the  summer  of  1922. 

I append  a Table  of  Elementary  Schools  and  their  type 
of  water  supply  for  the  northern  portion  of  the  district. 

The  Birth  rate  has  risen  from  i3'3  in  1919 

to  I9'2  in  1920 
to  20‘5  in  1921 

In  the  same  period  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  237, 
201,  and  199.  In  this  as  in  certain  other  matters,  the  after 
effects  of  the  war  are  shewn  to  be  passing  off. 

I must  again  express  mv  appreciation  of  the  thorough 
and  sustained  work  of  your  Inspector,  Mr  A.  B.  Crowhurst, 
throughout  the  year. 

I remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  SHERWOOD  NEW. 


Progress  of  Housing  Schemes 
1921. 


Contract 
let  for. 

In  course 
of 

erection. 

Let. 

Pro- 

posed. 

Amersham  : 

Back  Lane 

Comp 

leted 

12 

12 

White  Lion  Road 

Comp 

leted 

16 

16 

Piggott’s  Orchard  ... 

Comp 

leted 

22 

Ashley  Cjreen  : 

Whelpley  Hill 

Comp 

leted 

4 

4 

\'illage 

Comp 

leted 

10 

TO 

Chalfont  St.  Giles 

20 

20 

20 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

24 

24 

Chartridge  : 

Bellingdon 

4 

4 

4 

.■\shridge 

2 

2 

Village 

6 

6 

6 

Chesham  Bois 

Comp 

leted 

14 

14 

Coleshill 

8 

8 

8 

Latimer  (Ley  Hill) 

Comp 

leted 

12 

12 

Great  Missenden  : 

Prestwood 

Comp 

leted 

1 2 

12 

1 South  Heath  ... 

Comp 

leted 

12 

12 

1 Little  Missenden  : 

Kennel  Farm  . . 

Comp 

leted 

8 

8 

Little  Kingshill 

Comp 

leted 

8 

8 

Holiner  Green 

12 

I 2 

I 2 

Hyde  Heath  ... 

Comp 

leted 

4 

4 

Seer  Green  . 

8 

8 

8 
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Causes  of  Death. 
Amersham  Eural  District-  1921. 


Scarlet  Fever  .. 

Males. 

2 

Females. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

I 

Influenza  . . 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  (Chest)  ... 

3 

8 

Cancer  (various  forms) 

15 

15 

Diabetes... 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5 

5 

Heart  Disease  . . 

10 

13 

Arteris  Sclerosis 

6 

3 

Bronchitis 

8 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

3 

■ Respiratory  Disease  (other) 

I 

I 

Diarrhoee  (under  2 years) 

— 

4 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

I 

— 

Nephritis  (acute  and  chronic) 

4 

I 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

5 

5 

Suicide  ... 

2 

Violence  (otherwise)  ... 

I 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

27 

25 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

I 

— 

INFANTILE 

Under  i year — Legitimate 

DEATHS. 

104 

Males. 

10 

d5 

Females. 

15 

„ „ Illegitimate  ... 

I 

I 

1 1 

16 

INFANTILE  MOR  TALITA'. 
Infants  under  i year. 


Premature  Birth  ...  ..  ...  ...  y 

Congenital  defects...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Marasmus  ...  ...  ...  . . . i 

Whooping  Cough  . 2 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  ..  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

.Accident  i 


25 


4 


POPULATION. 


As  taken  for  basis  of  computation- 

-21,930. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  Births 

209 

241 

Legitimate 

199 

232 

Illegitimate 

10 

9 

418 

482 

Water  Supply  to  Schools. 

Northern  portion  of  District. 


Whelpley  Hill 
.Ashley  Green 
Ley  Hill  . . . 
Hyde  Heath 
Lee  Common 
Ashridge  ... 


Company’s  water  laid  on. 

No  supply. 

Company's  supply. 

Rain  Water  Tank. 


Tuberculosis. 

Notified — 12. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  7 

Glandular  and  Joint  ...  ...  3 

Bone  and  Skin  ...  ...  2 

12 


Deaths  from  tuberculous  affections  occuring 

in  tills  district  for 

the  year — 10. 

Fevers  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever 

■■■  59 

Diphtheria  .. 

13 

Enteric 

nil 

Encephalitis... 

1 

Ophthalmia.. 

I 

Pneumonia  ... 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

I 

Removed  to  Hospital  : 

Scarlet  F'ever 

3 

83 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


I.  GENERAL. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  273 

Complaints  received  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  41 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  232 

Notices  served  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

Formal  ...  . . ...  ...  ..  32 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Nuisances  abated  : 

By  persons  responsible  . ...  . 143 

By  Council...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


II.— HOUSE  NUISANCES. 


Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  51 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  . . ...  ...  ...  37 

Pavements  repaired  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  nil 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  . . ...  5 

Dirty  Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Other  house  defects  remedied  ..  ..  ...  . ..  31 


III.— DRAINS,  W.C.'s,  Etc. 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  ventilated 


New  drains  laid  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  . 5 

W.C.’s  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 13 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Earth  closets,  privies,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 


IV.— WATER  SUPPLY. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  (previously  without)  . . 38 

Samples  of  water  analysed. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

Water  certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Wells  closed  ...  ...  , . . . . . . . i 


b 


V. — FOOD. 

Seizures  of  unsound  food  : 

Beef  ..  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  300 

Mutton  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

Surrenders  of  unsound  food  : 

Ox  and  Pigs  Liver  ...  ..  ...  ...  50 

Beef...  . ...  ...  ...  2260 

Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

VI. — SLAUCiH  TER  HOUSE.^. 

Number  on  register  ..  ...  ...  ..  ...  14 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

VII. — BAKE  HOUSES. 

Number  on  register  .. . ...  ...  ..  ...  25 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  ..  ..  ...  5 

VIII —DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  on  register  ...  . . 31 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  inspections  ..  ...  ...  4 each 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ..  14 

IX. — FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  inspections  . . . ...  2 each 

Number  of  defects  found  ..  ...  ...  ..  4 

Number  of  defects  remedied  4 

X. — VARIOUS. 

Visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 each 

Houses  disinfected  (including  Tuberculosis)  . ..  43 
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( 
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